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(v.1) God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
 
(v.4) Lord of all, of Church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt 
keep us faithful to the Gospel; help us work your purpose out. 
Here, is this day's dedication, all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 
 

  ("God is Here," Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1970 Hope Publishing Company) 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Recently, I was thinking about the words--"pushed by fear, or pulled by desire." It is easy for 
us to be pushed by fear. We hear news reports of all the natural disasters in the world--
wildfires in California, the water crisis in Jackson, Mississippi; flooding in Pakistan, Ty-
phoon Hinnamnor in South Korea, earthquakes in China and Papua New Guinea,... When we 
hear these things, and recall the many political challenges facing our country, the war in 
Ukraine, the United Kingdom grieving the death of their queen, and more, we can become 
fearful. But we are called to remember, that "God is with us." 
 
At my Installation Service, Bishop Finegan read John 13:12-17, 20. In this gospel passage, 
Jesus washes the disciples' feet. We hear Jesus' spoken words--"So if I, your Lord and Teach-
er, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you." (vv. 14-15) 
Bishop Finegan shared her words to us, as well-- 

But if we've learned nothing else in that last two years, the future is far from certain. 
In this ever-changing world, the church is in the midst of adapting and reforming. We 
are being re-shaped and refocused...and in between, among, through and around all 
these unpredictably moving twisting swirling pushing and pulling pieces...is the   

 
(continued on page 5) 

Page 2 T H E  F I S H E R M A N                          

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

Pastor’s Letter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .   2&5 
. 

News and Announcements . . . . . . . . .. .  3-5 
 

 

Council & Session Notes . . . . . . . . . . . 6-8 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries. . . . . . . . . .. .  9 



  

Page 3 T H E  F I S H E R M A N                          

 
 
 

September 18 (pm) through  
September 26 (am) 

Pastor Cathy on Vacation 
 

September 26, 5:00 pm 
Come to Supper 

 

September 26 
4:30 pm Clergy Training 

7:00 pm Service of Hope & Healing 
for Suicide Survivors 

Bethlehem 
 

September 27 
 October 4, 11, 18 & 25, 6:00 pm 

GriefShare Meetings at First 
 

September 28, 4:00 pm 
Session Meeting  

First Conference Room 
 

September 28, 6:30 pm 
Church Council Meeting 

Bethlehem 
 

October 1 
Memorial Service for Al Goman at First 

10:00 am - Visitation 
11:00 am- Service 

12:00 noon - Lunch 
 

October 2, 8:00 and 9:15 am 
World Communion Sunday 

 
October 17, 5:00 pm  

(4:30 at First to carpool) 
Ladies Night Out at Solberg’s 

 
October 19, 6:00 pm 

Deacons’ Meeting at First 
 

October 26, 6:30 pm 
Florence Parish Board Meeting at Bethlehem 

 
October 31 

Possible Trunk or Treat Event 

 PARISH OFFICE 
  
The Parish office is in the new wing of the 
First Presbyterian Church at 409 Lake Ave-
nue.  The office phone number is (715) 528-
4851 and our email address is 
florpar@borderlandnet.net.  Barb Marden, our 
administrative assistant, is in the office Tues-
day through Thursday, 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.  
She will be off on Monday and Friday. 
 
CONTACTING PASTOR CATHY 
Pastor Cathy is normally in the office on 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.  If you 
need her at other times, please text her or 
knock on the door at the pastor’s residence. 
 
The best way to contact her is by texting her 
cell phone at 608-865-1074 or emailing her at 
cathleenmorris@go.mccormick.edu. 

 

NGL SYNOD MEN'S RETREAT  
 
A Synod Men’s Retreat will take place at 
Fortune Lake Camp Friday, October 28 to 
Saturday, October 29. The program will be 
based on the Franciscan priest Richard Rohr’s 
insights, a fascinating and helpful look at the 
peculiar gifts and challenges in the second 
half of life as we navigate with courage and 
hope the shifting sands of 
identity, utility, and 
meaning. The cost is $75 
and space is limited. 
Register by October 10 by 
contacting: Rev. Jim Duehring, Assistant to 
the Bishop 906-228-2300 or by email at: 
jduehring@nglsynod.org 
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SERVICE OF HOPE AND HEALING FOR SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE LOSS 
 

   Monday, September 26 
   7 to 7:45 pm 
 

   Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
   900 Central Avenue 
   Florence, WI 

 

When a suicide occurs, attending to those who are left with the complicated grief that results 
is very important. Therefore, the Florence Parish invites all who have been impacted by sui-
cide loss to attend an ecumenical service of healing and hope led by Pastor Cathy Morris and 
Mary VanHaute, a suicide prevention specialist and survivor of suicide loss. 
 
Attendees are welcome to bring a memento to honor their loved one that can be placed on a 
table of remembrance during the service. Everyone will receive a candle (which will be lit 
during the service) to take with them in memory of their loved one. 
 
Note: We ask that only those who have experienced grief from a suicide loss along with those 
who support them be in attendance. 
 
Mary VanHaute is a suicide prevention trainer from Clearwater, Florida, who is a summer res-
ident in Florence County. More information about Mary can be found at https://
www.linkedin.com/in/mary-vanhaute/.  
 
For questions, contact the Florence Parish office at 715-528-4851. 

PRESBYTERY POINT CAMP INVITES YOU TO VOLUNTEER 
 
As fall approaches, it comes time to think of things to be completed, 
things to wrap up, things to preserve, and things to let go of.   
 
In light of this, Presbytery Point is at the time when they ask volun-
teers to help them clean up and organize the camp for the long win-
ter season!  You are invited to join them at “The Point” to haul, 
clean up, organize, and winterize their camp on October 8 & 9 from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm each 
day. 
 
Please reach out to Jenna Thompson at director@presbyterypoint.org if you plan to come to 
join them.  You can come out for an afternoon, or spend the night at their Mackinac Lodge. 
 
Can’t make it?  “The Point” always welcomes donations to their operational fund to keep the 
lights on and propane going through their cold UP winters. 
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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR (continued from page 2) 

Holy Spirit of Christ. The one who calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies you and 
your efforts together. This Spirit of Christ has called you to call Pastor Cathy. This Spir-
it of Christ has gathered you together into a body of people and filled you with light and 
faith. And this very same Spirit who has pulled you into partnership, pushes you out in-
to the world to listen, and see, and feel, where and when we need to offer ourselves in 
service for the sake of the unseen, the unheard, the ignored, the least, the lowest and of-
fer the smallest dignity of clean feet. May God bless your efforts together to shine, to 
serve, to invite, to welcone, to be the body of Christ together for such a time as this. 

Will we be "pushed by fear," or "pulled by desire?" With God's help, we can be the body of 
Christ, pulled by desire to do God's work in the world. Thanks be to God! 

Peace, 

Pastor Cathy   

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 2 
 
World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide Communion 
Sunday) was first celebrated at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pitts-
burgh, PA, in 1933 where Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr served as pastor.  

 
Today, World Communion Sunday is celebrated the first 
Sunday in October around the world, demonstrating that 
the church founded on Jesus Christ peacefully shares God-given goods with 
all our brothers and sisters in need.  Paul tells us that we are to “discern the 
body” when we partake of Holy Communion, mindful that we note our rela-
tionship to all our brothers and sisters in Christ in the celebration.  

 
World Communion Sunday will be celebrated with special worship services at both  
churches. 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
 

The Florence Parish ladies are invited to have a time of fellowship on Monday, October 17th.  
We will be dining at Solberg’s (the former Green Leaf) in Iron Mountain at 5:00 PM.  

Attendees will order individually from their extensive menu.  If 
you wish to carpool, we will gather at First at 4:30.  So as to 
have a number attending, please call Janell White @ 528-4801 
by October 14th.   
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BETHLEHEM COUNCIL NOTES 
 

The August 10 meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. Present were Pastor Cathy  
Morris and 5 council members. Pastor Cathy offered the opening  prayer.  
The minutes of the July 13, meeting were approved with a few corrections.  The Treasurer's 
Report was unavailable at the time of the meeting. A suggestion was brought forward to  
consider moving some money to a Certificate of Deposit. No action was taken at this time.  
Pastor Cathy updated us on Acts of Ministry  performed since our last meeting, which were: 

2 Bethlehem parishioner visits, worship at Florence Health Center, and a First Communion Class. In the 
Parish community, she conducted a funeral service for Dick Wertanen, held “A Summer Day at Camp” 
for neighborhood children, and attended ADRC senior meals several times each week.  She attended the 
"One Wonderful Day" musical and dinner at Crystal Theater and Fortune Lake Camp with 4 others 
from the Parish.  

As mentioned at last month's meeting, Synod Mission Interpreters, trained to give 5 to 7 minute 
Temple Talks, will start visiting congregations soon. Bill Fleming will be participating in this Synod 
activity and plans on attending the August 11th training session.  

The list of upcoming Faith Formation classes was reviewed. The "Growing Younger" class starts 
September 13th and goes through November 1st. This 8-week class centers on getting people 30 and 
younger more involved in worship. Pastor Cathy is looking for members to participate.  

A possible vendor who was contacted to recondition the log exterior gave us a rate but no total esti-
mate. The council may revisit the idea of log-like siding from TruLog from whom we did receive a bid. 
TruLog will be contacted for finished homes in our area that the council could look at.  

17 children and 15 adults attended our "Summer Day at Camp". Activities included a Bible story 
and short study, swimming, kayaking, games and an art project (rock painting). Lunch of chicken nug-
gets, homemade macaroni & cheese and carrot sticks was served. Bucko Soderberg drove the bus and 
has volunteered to do it again next year. We are looking for suggestions for next year as well. All in all 
we had very positive feedback.  

Demetrius Campbell and Cicely Moore have completed their First Communion Class studies. They 
ended by baking communion bread for our use at the upcoming worship service. Demetrius also elected 
to take his First Communion at Bethlehem.  

Some more possible options were discussed for "God's Work, Our Hands":  
Pastor Cathy had a vacation scheduled in August which she will not be taking. Because of the sad 

news of her aunt's passing, she is changing the dates to September 18th through September 26th to  
allow her to attend her aunt's funeral on September 24th. She will be here for the September 18th  
services and leave immediately after. Mary Van Haute will do the services on Sunday, September 25th.  

The first “GriefShare” meeting will be on August 16th. At this meeting they will discuss upcoming 
meeting times.  

On July 24th we had a discussion during fellowship about a committee to look at projects that we 
could do. The School Closet will be active again this year. Bryan Bomberg will keep us informed once 
school is back in session. Our next step is to form a committee to set up a calendar for the coming year.  

Discussion was had regarding possible other locations for Outdoor Worship. These could include 
Fisher Lake Park, Keyes Lake Pavilion or the Florence Fair Grounds. We will discuss this further at the 
Parish Board meeting.  

Mary VanHaute will be leading a program on September 26th at 7:00 p.m. (clergy training 4:30 - 
6:30 p.m.). This program is for families that have been impacted by a suicide loss. The program is  
scheduled on the same night as "Come to Supper" and Mary is asking permission to use  
Bethlehem Lutheran for the program instead. The council was supportive of using Bethlehem for this 
event.  

(continued on page 7) 
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After discussion, the entire council present was in favor of  resuming filming our services. Bill 
Fleming volunteered to help Bob on some of the Sundays, however, we could use a couple more people 
as well. We will have to look at investing in new equipment. No action taken at this time.  

Denise asked the Council to think about allowing the church to be used as a meeting place for a Nar-
cotics Anonymous program. Denise also asked if we could look for a recording secretary to take meet-
ing minutes as it has become very difficult for her to complete this task in a timely manner. Ben asked if 
the rugs in the entry could be replaced, especially the one in front of the double doors. They no longer 
stay in place and could possibly be a tripping hazard. Denise will talk to an Aramark rep about a new 
rug.  

There will be a service for Al Goman at First Presbyterian on Saturday, October 1st. Rev. Flunker  
will assist with this service.  

The date for the next meeting is Wednesday, September 14th at 6:30 p.m. (meeting has since been 
rescheduled to September 28th). The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. with "The Lord's Prayer".  

FIRST SESSION NOTES 
 
The Session met on Wednesday, August 17th, at 4:00 p.m. in the Conference Room with all members pre-
sent. Pastor Cathy called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  The minutes of the previous meeting 

were approved with a typing correctIon.  The monthly reports of our treasurer were reviewed. 
 
Karen shared that the Invesco documents will be ready to submit to Nicolet Wealth Management 
this week. She will ask for a meeting with our advisor Steve Farone, preferably during a session 
meeting. 
 
The Mackinac Presbytery will meet in person on Saturday, September 17th in Rogers City MI. 

Pastor Cathy and Karen are planning to attend.  

BETHLEHEM COUNCIL NOTES (continued from page 6) 

FIRST DEACONS NOTES 
 

The Deacons met in  the parish hall at First Presbyterian at 6:00 pm on Wednesday, September 14th, 
2022.   

Coffee hour for October will be on October 2nd rather than the 9th for a church calendar  
observance.  Patty and Lois Ann are scheduled to serve.  

We don’t yet have details for the lunch to be served at the Goman memorial service on October 1st, 
but are prepared to set up the lunch on that date. 

The Adopt-a-Family letter will be prepared by Pat in October and will be mailed to the congregation 
in November to allow ample time for donations to be collected. 

The “Ladies Night Out” discussed at the August meeting is still on schedule for 5:00 pm on October 
17th, at Greenleaf’s. Those wishing to carpool can meet at First at 4:30.  Information will be included in 
the church bulletins and newsletter to inform the ladies of First and Bethlehem.  This has been an enjoy-
able event in the past and we hope to see many of the ladies participate. 

The Deacons’ next meeting will be at 6:00 pm on Wednesday, October 19th. 

(continued on page 8)  



In the Minister’s Report: 
· We celebrated our Lord’s Supper during worship on Sunday, August 7th.  (Due to the early morning rain, 

the All-Parish outdoor service at Lake Emily was moved indoors to First with coffee and brunch follow-
ing.) 

· Five parishioners attended the enjoyable Fortune Lake Musical and dinner.   
· Pastor Cathy continues visiting with parishioners.  Please set a time for your visit. 
· Worship for the residents of Florence Health Services will be held on Friday, August 19th.  Thanks to 

Chris Warren for providing violin music. 
· On September 26th, our Parish will host two special events at Bethlehem Lutheran led by Mary VanHaute 

and Pastor Cathy. In the afternoon there will be a training for clergy dealing with survivors of suicide loss 
and in the evening a Service of Hope and Healing will be held for families and friends also dealing with 
suicide loss.  

· Pastor Cathy has adjusted her planned vacation time so will be gone the week of September 19th through 
the 26th.  Mary VanHaute will be with us on Sunday, September 25th.  Our sympathy to Pastor Cathy in 
the passing of her Aunt; she will be participating in her funeral on September 24th.  

· The Celebration of Life for Al Goman is on the calendar for October 1st. 
 

We are hoping to see attendance at our monthly “Come to Supper” meals increase. Remind your family 
and friends to join us on the 4th Monday of the month. 

The worship Committee hopes to meet again soon.  Please share any thoughts you have with Lois Ann, 
Frank, Jan R., Ken or Pastor Cathy. 

We continue to explore bulk purchase of needed office and maintenance/cleaning supplies. 
The manse landline phone number has been assigned to the church kitchen..715-528-2004.  However, in 

moving the line it has temporarily disconnected the direct emergency line from the lift to the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.  Hopefully that will be rectified soon. 

A state permit has been issued for the lift at a cost of $50.  A motion to pay that bill was duly made, se-
conded and carried. 
 
Building and Grounds concerns: 
· Jim suggested that we select a light-activated smoke alarm for the manse from the list from ADRC. 
· We expect Northern Carpets to install the upstairs bathroom flooring in the manse soon. 
· Frank will pursue the manse roof issues and request a quote on both shingles and a metal roof. 
· We thank those who have been mowing our lawn.  Please take a turn if you are able. 
· Volunteering for a newly established building and grounds committee at the meeting were: Jim Gehlhoff, 

Debbie DeMuri, and Frank DeCleene.  Other members suggested were Jim Churchill and Ken Johnson.  
Other volunteers? 

· The thermostat settings will be reviewed by the committee.  Posting easy instructions was suggested. 
· Pastor Cathy suggested moving the bookshelf from the storage area to the Pastor’s office. 
· Debbie will look into the purchase of extra folding chairs and a round table. A magazine rack and chairs 

for the conference room are still on the list, too. 
 
We briefly discussed some questions about the previous Sunday’s sermon, which Pastor Cathy explained were 
topics from the meeting of the Presbyterian General Assembly meeting.  
 
Reminder: Upcoming Parish Board meeting on Wednesday, August 31st, 6:00 p.m. at First. 
The next meeting of the Session was set for Wednesday, September 28th at 4:00 p.m. 
 
There was no further business, so the meeting adjourned and we closed with the Lord’s Prayer in unison. 
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FIRST SESSION NOTES (cont’d from page 7) 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

   BETHLEHEM COUNCIL 
Kay Campbell  
Bill Fleming 
Denise Foltz 

Robert Friberg 
Ben Lehto 

Diane Theis 
 

FIRST’S DEACONS 
Pat Christian 

Joan Churchill 
Kelly Johnson 

Lois Ann Johnson 
Lisa Novak 
Janell White 

           MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH COUNCIL, SESSION, & DEACONS 

At First 
10/3 - Karen Wertanen  

10/6 - James Brolin  
10/8 - Christy Boettcher 
10/10 - Sue Gustafson 
10/15 - Mat Gummin 
10/15 - Jeff  DeMuri 
10/28 - Jan Roberts 
10/31 - Betty Karle  

 11/4 - Heinz Teichert 
  11/5 - Karson Schomer 
 11/5 - James Gehlhoff 
  11/7 - Paula Churchill 
  11/10 - Joan Swanson 
 11/13 - LeRoy Nelson 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

10/26 - Dale & Sue Gustafson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At Bethlehem 
10/17 - Diane Theis  

10/17 - Michael Theis 
11/1 - Braden Friberg 

11/7 - Don Lison 
11/11 - Joyce Martinson 

11/15 - John Willard 
11/16 - Joan Spears 

11/21 - Desiree Ashe  
11/21 - Lunden Friberg 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

10/19 - Eric & Tina DeCremer 
11/12 - Dan & Kay Campbell 
11/23 - Ralph & Gail Valine 

FIRST’S SESSION 
Frank DeCleene 
Debbie DeMuri 
Jim Gehlhoff 
Jan Roberts 

Karen Wertanen 
Janell White 

  

Wish These Friends a  
“Happy Birthday or  

“Happy Anniversary” 
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               Hamburger Noodle Bake                Barb 
2 Tbs. butter    2 8-oz. cans tomato sauce  
1 lb. hamburger    6 scallions  
1 clove garlic    1 pkg. cream cheese   
1/4 tsp. pepper    1 cup sour cream 
1 tsp. salt     1/2 cup grated cheddar cheese 
1 tsp. sugar     
  
Bake at 350 degrees for 48-55 min. 

The Florence Parish 
PO. Box 47 

Florence, WI  54121 
A Partnership in Christian Ministry of: 

First Presbyterian Church & Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
                              The Rev. Cathleen A. Morris, Interim Pastor 
 
 
 

 

                   Address  Service Requested 

               Autumn Sweet Potato Shepherd's Pie               Barb 

 

If anyone has 
a favorite  
recipe to 

share, 
Please e-mail 
or send it to 

Barb. 

Ingredients: 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
2 pounds ground turkey 
1 cup chopped onion  
1 cup chopped green bell pepper 
4 cloves garlic, minced 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1 teaspoon dried oregano 
1 teaspoon cumin 
1 teaspoon ground ancho chile powder 

½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 (15 ounce) can diced tomatoes 
1 cup canned pumpkin 
4 cups mashed, seasoned sweet potatoes 
1 teaspoon smoked paprika 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directions: 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 
2. Heat olive oil in a large oven-safe skillet over medium-high heat. Cook ground turkey until 

browned, about 5 minutes. Reduce heat to medium. Stir in onion, bell pepper, garlic, salt, pep-
per, oregano, cumin, ancho chile powder, and cinnamon. Cook, stirring occasionally, until onion 
and peppers have softened, about 5 minutes. Stir in tomatoes and pumpkin. Top with mashed 
sweet potatoes and sprinkle with smoked paprika. 

3. Bake in the preheated oven until flavors are well combined and sweet potatoes are browned, 


